
An update of the 2012 season to date ς July 2012. 

 

Just like all others growers that I know, the CFC has also fallen victim to the vagrancies of the 

weather this year.  Problems have ranged from not being able to get the tunnel skinned because of 

wind (with one then being ripped off anyway during string winds) to not being able to plant outdoor 

crops because of the soil being too wet.  Once crops finally been planted growth has been slow and 

disease pressure high owing to the cold wet weather and very poor light levels. 

However we have persevered and a most of the trials are now planted and a summary is given 

below. 

Lisianthus 

 We have an extensive lisianthus trial looking at production in a closed and open Haygrove tunnel.  

Other factors being investigated in the trial are spacing, varietal differences, sterilisation techniques 

and the use of black mulches.   

We have 11 different varieties in 3 planting densities ie 64 plants per sq.m., 80 plants per sq.m. and 

96 plants per sq.m. using the 5 inch x 5 inch wires.  The varieties planted are Charm Velvet Blue, 

Velvet Purple Summer, Piccolo 2 Rose Pink, Arena Yellow, Ceremony Blue Flash, Excalibur Green, 

Magic Lilac, Mariachi Blue, Minuet Dark Purple, Rosita 3 Pink and Papillon Flash Pink. 

The plants were planted in the closed Haygrove Tunnel in week 20, when the weather was very hot 

(if you can remember such a thing this year!!).  

For the planting density with 64 plants per sq.m. the plants were planted one in every square, for 

the planting density with 80 plants per sq.m. were planted one in every square and two of each of 

the side square. And for the third density for 96 plants per sq. m. was used the following schedule: 
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64 plants per sq.m.                  80 plants per sq.m.       96 plants per sq.m. 

 

 

 

Lisianthus planted through black polyethene.                Lisianthus planted directly into the soil. 

 

In the open Haygrove tunnel the lisianthus were planted in week 22 using the following varieties : 

Charm White Blue, Piccolo 2 White Pure, Piccolo 2 Rose Pink, Vulcan 1 Green, Excalibur Green, 

Rosita 3 Pink, Magical Lilac, Papillon Flash Pink, Mariachi Blue. 

The 9 different varieties were planted in a bed with and without black polythene. 



 

The planting density used was 80 plants per sq.m., one plant in every square and two in each of the 

side squares. 

Column stocks 

In 2012 we have an extensive variety trial looking at the whole range of varieties supplied by 

Florensis.  These are being grown in both steamed and unsterilised soil and there are some 

interesting differences showing up.  

 

First half of the trial on sterilised soil. 



 

 

 

Second half of the trial on non sterilised soil. 

 

 



 

 

Comparing the varieties from both trials. 

 

Figaro Lavender on steamed soil.      Figaro Lavender on non steamed soil. 

 

 

Figaro Rose Light on steamed soil.    Figaro Rose Light on non steamed soil. 



 

In addition to the above variety trial we will also be looking at a late planting of the none selectable 

Katz series which are supposed to perform better during the lot summer months (if summer ever 

arrives that is!!) 

 

Breanthus and new spray carnations from Hilverda 

This year we have a variety trial to look at the new annual dianthus (Breanthus) form Hilverda as 

well as some of their new and unusual spray carnations.  Unfortunately some of these carnations are 

proving very attractive to the rabbits and despite the site already  being surrounded by rabbit 

fencing, we are having to strengthen our defences to keep them out!! 

We have planted 4 different varieties of spray carnations : Solomio fen, Solomio Vin, Solomio Sem 

and Star Cherry Tessino.  

 



And 4 varieties of Breanthus: Breanthus Queen, Breanthus King, Breanthus Duke and Breanthus Earl. 

These were planted in week 18 in open Haygrove tunnel and week 23 in the outdoor trial. 

Breanthus Duke 

 

Breanthus Earl 

 

Breanthus King 

 

 



Breanthus Queen 

 

Outdoor trial. 

 

 

 



Aster ericoides (September flower) 

The double flowers of aster ericoides generated a lot of interest last year so we are looking at 

extending the season by the use of new plantings both under protection and outside and by 

ƻǾŜǊǿƛƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŎǊƻǇΦ  However, the dull weather has really slowed 

down the growth and the shoots are very short at this stage. 

 

Eryngium 

The perennial eryngums planted last year are now coming into flower and will be subjected to vase 

life testing and market potential analysis. 

Indoor trial 

 



 

Outdoor trial 

 

 

άhǘƘŜǊǎέ 

We also have some small trials of celosia, campanula etc.   

In week 22 was planted three varieties of campanula:  Campanula Champion Lavender, Campanula 

Champion Pink and Campanula 135 5005, in density of 80 plants per sq.m. 

 


